
T Poole and JWB March 2008

IPSWICH HOSPITAL
Obstetric Failed Intubation Algorithm

NO

Consider:
• Repositioning head
• Repositioning cricoid
• Sux not yet working
• Using short handle
• Using polio blade

Proceed

THIS IS A FAILED INTUBATION
1.Call for senior help
2.Do not give a further dose of suxamethonium
3.Do not have repeated attempts at intubation
4.Maintain cricoid pressure
5.Ventilate with 100% oxygen
6.Do not turn into lateral position

Consider:
• Gum elastic bougie
• McCoy blade
• Easing cricoid

Able to ventilate?

CAN’T INTUBATE 
OR VENTILATE
Try:
• Easing cricoid
• Inserting LMA

Must proceed with
surgical airway:
• Cricothyroidotomy
• Tracheostomy

Urgent need to continue?

Use spontaneously
breathing technique:
1. Maintain airway 

• Mask
• Mask + Guedel
• LMA

2. 100% oxygen
3. High concentration volatile

• Sevoflurane

Wake the patient up:
1. Turn lateral
2. Give 100% oxygen
3. Get senior help
4. Consider alternative technique

• Spinal
• Epidural
• Awake fibreoptic

YES

YES NO

Able to ventilate?

NO

NOYES

Laryngoscopy possible?

YES

Intubation successful?

NO Contact:
• ITU on-call 055
• 1st on-call 044
• Switch 4221
• Consultant on-call


